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The first cup of wine is poured, Lift the cup with the right hand aiid say the following:

On haw add:
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O other cvenings WY starts here;
When saying Wyvp for others, add:
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RADESH [ KIBDUSH
o Webcgin the seder by the formal act of sanctifying the day. The Kiddugh tonight-
\5\ is the same as for other festivals, Nonetheless Kiddush as such has a particular
connection with Pesah, since the command to establish the calendar was first -
given to the Israelites in Egypt prior to the Exodus: “This month shall mark:
for you the beginning of the months; it shall be the first of the months of the’
year for you” (Ex. 12:2). This was the first command given to Israel as 2 peéple.
Rabbi Avraham Pam explained this in the following way: the difference
between a slave and  free human being does not lie in how long or hard each
works. Free people often work long hours doing arduous tasks. The difference
lies in who controls time, A slave works unti{ he or she is allowed to stop. A fise
petson degides when %E?M!?_‘ég.ii?mm-( Control oyer time is the essential differ.
ence bety_«_r_eaz ilqyery and fmjgm. Control over the calendar gave the Israelites
the power to determine when the New Moon occurted, and thus when the'
festivals occur, They were given au thority over time. ‘The first command to the
Israelites was thus an essential prefude to freedorn. It said: learn how fo value .

PESAH HAGGADA. + KADESH

KADESH / KIDDUSH

The first cup of wine is poured. Lijt the cup with the right hand and say the following:

On Shabbat add:

quietly: And it was evening, and it was MOning -
RWTDR the sixth day.
Then the heavens and the earth were completed,
and all their array,
With the seventh day, God completed the work He had done.
He ceased on the seventh day from all the work He had done.
God blessed the seventh day and declared it holy,
because on jt !

He ceased from all His work He had created to do.

On other evenings Kiddush starts heye: \

When saying Kiddush for others, add:

Please pay attention, my masters.

Blessed are You, Lorp our God, King of the Universe,
who creates the fruit of the vine,

time and male it holy. “Teach us rightly to number our days, that we may gain
a heart of wisdom” (Ps. 90:20),

WHEN PESAH FALLS ON SHABBAT

The two forms of holiness - Shabbat and festivals - are different. Shabbat repre-
seats creation. The festivals represent redemption. Shabbat is about the presenge
of God in nature, The festivalsare about the presence of God in history. Accord-
ingly Shabbat was declared Wﬁimself at the culmination of creation,
God “blessed the seventh day and declared it holy” (Gen. 2:3). The festivals, by
contrast, are sanctified by the Jewish people thioigh their determination of the
calendar - just as redemption takes place in history when we act in partnership
with God. Thus on Shabbat we end the Kiddugh by saying Mekadesh haShabbat,
meaning that it js Qod who sanctifies Shabbat; but on festivals we say Mekadesh

Yisrae] vehazemanim, meaning, “God sanctifies Israel, and Israel in turn sancti-

fies time” Shabbat is holiness “from above to below” The festivals are holiness
@ NP E A T e,
from below to 3l:y‘gye.

[T

Gen. 2
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makeup, and indelibly embedded in our natio

K@j’} .. fL fwwswwbﬁfa&*’f‘”s’{efw o

d indelibly embe ur national consciousness. It was only
through Hashem taking us out that we were able to be exposed to a national
identity and destiny that was categorically opposed to that of Egypt. This is
what allowed us, on an essential level, to shed
foreign values that surrounded us in Egype.'®
This appreciation of the implications of the Exodus for us forms the basis
of the principle that will be formulated later on in Maggla’lnﬁevcnrygerterw
tion, one is obligated to see oneself as if he personally went out of Egypt.” By
identifying with the story on a personal level, we are expressing our appreci-
ation of the fact that we are |

any obeisance towards the

generation that originally left. ‘Thisis the atmosphere that should

accompany
the telling of the entire story.!

B0 151 R - Even if we were all wise

Not Leaving Anyone Behind

Why do wise people, who already know the story, need to tell it on Seder

night?

As we have seen, the goal of telling the story on Seder night is not purely
Lo inform those who have never heard it before, Rather, it is to reexperience,
through the story, the going-out of Epypt. [t is thus completely irrelevant
whether or not the person telling the story already knows it. Even wise peo-
ple feft Egypt all those years ago and wise people have to leave it again to-
night. This is done by telling the story.

[ this vein, we may understand the concluding sentence of this para-
sraph: “The more one tells of the story, the more praiseworthy it is." Let us
ask: Is this idea unique to the mitzvah of recounting the story of the Exodus?
No doubt there are many mitzvos about which we could say “the more the
better,” such as Torah study, giving charity, etc. Why do we only mention it

here?
The answer is that elaborating on the story of the Exodus is not merely
performing more of the mitzvah — it is an entirely different level of mitzyah!
Consider one who is telling a story about something that happened to
someone else. He will (hopefully) include all of the facts and may elaborate to
sume degree, but is unlikely to feel compelled to recount the
great length, for witimately it is someone else's story.

e —

story at any

18 Based on Michauw Meeliyain,

(vol. 2, p. 18). Seealso comnentary of Stelah Hakadosh to the Haggadah
here,

19 Urchos Chaint and Shibolei Haleke:

beneficiaries of the Exodus no less than the =

pin - A Strong Hand: Some explain that this refers to the hardening of
Pharaoh’s heart. This was an unusual display of strength against Pharach in
the sense that it compromised his capacity to utilize his free will.!®

Others explain that the idea of a "strong hand” is actually a reference to
the strength directed towards the Jewish People in order to take them out of
Egypt. In spite of the harsh conditions, many Jews felt connected to Egypt,
at the very least in terms of it being a familiar place. The “strong hand” was
the force used to disavow them of such feelings of connection to their op-
pressive host nation.*®

o2y — An Outstretched Arm: The idea of the arm being “outstretched”
or “extended” represents Hashem'’s force “extending” beyond the natural
boundaries that He had set up for the world, and acting in an entirely mirac-
ulous way.'” ¢

NI RS Rt - And if the Holy One, Blessed is He, had not taken
our ancestors out of Egypt, then we, our children, and our children’s
childrven would still be subservient to Pharaoh in Egypt

Servitude: In the Eye of the Beholden
How can we state as a malter of certainly that we would still be slaves in
Bgypt? In the centuries and millennia since we left Egypt, many empires
have risen and fallen, and countless groups of people have been enslaved and
emancipated. [s it not possible that we too would have found our liberty at

.

some point in time? =

. 4 N b S Sk el i A RV ST

"Tf we Took closely at the words of the Haggadah, we will notice a shift in
phrageology. We begin by saying that we were omay — s aves, and then pro-
ceed to say that had Hashem not taken us out we would stifl be prapwn, We
do not say that we would still be vy, What is the difference between these
two terms?

The terra omagnwn means beholden. It refers to someone or something
that is under someone else’s control. Being slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt ex
posed us to values and influences that are fundamentally antithetical to our
own as Hashem's People. Had Hashem not taken us out, perhaps in the [uli-

would forever be beholden to the outlook and way of life that we witne

in Egypt, Their values would be permanently absorbed into our ide6lc)g ”

15 Commentary Ohr Yesfuorim to the 1aggadah (R Yechiel Feller)
16 fLinvei Shefer 4
17 Haksav ve'Hakabalah (R Yaakowv Zvi Mecldenburg), Shenics 6:6
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A ka-zayit of the third matzah and a ka-zayit of the maror, which is dipped in
haroset, are combined like a sandwich. Some do not dip it in the haroset.

In remembrance of the Temple, according to Hillel. Thus did
Hillel do at the time of the Temple: He would combine the
Passover lamb, matzah and maror and eat them together, as
it said: “They shall eat it with matzah and bitter herbs.”

Eat the korekh while reclining on the left.

victims, and, ultimately, a HoloCaust awareness that is not confined to Purim
or Yom ha-Sho'ah but is sensitive to the murderous potential of anti-Semitism
beyond a certain level of social or political venom.

1mr2 H3iKy 911 NEp 372 70 In this age of polarization it is important to point
out the danger of “Too Much of a Good Thing” What I plead for is that in any
moral or ethical problem — and life is full of themn at every turn — we consider
all values, both during and after the choice between competing values. Ang.one
value, when taken to an extreme, can be corrupted. If we consider all positive
values fogether, even 1f we must choose one over the other, there is less chance
of debasing ourselves, our lives, or society.

We need a dialectic of virtuzes, a harmonization of competing goods. ¥e
need freedom and responsibility; peace and self-defense; love and morality;

patierice and foUghness;

i¢ss; discipline and independent thinking, Like Hillel, who
would make a sandwich of #aizah and the bitter herbs and eat them together,
we must manage to combine two different mitzvot, one bland and the other
bitter, and not overdo either one at the total expense of the other.

jewish life today must reveal that idea of balance, of not overdoing things,
of 2 Seder that comes to an end with the afikoman. Religious perfectionism
is a good thing. It means insistence upon more Torah, more observance of
commandments, more morality. But religious perfectionism overdorne can
lead to isolationism, the kind that characterizes too much of Orthodoxy today.
This is too much of a good thing — and we are warned not to be too much
of & tzadik. At the same time, tolerance and understanding and acceptance of
those of different opinions are certainly virtuous. Without tolerance, society
crumbles. But done to an extreme, these will lead to indifferentism.to decid-
ing that it makes no difference what you believe, what you practice. what you
want to do. 1his leads to the breakdown of Judaism. Instead, we must have a
dialectic of various virtues, an equilibrium between them, not going too farin

either direction.
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Ysna wpnb aar Thisis the fa
matzah and maror. These tw
they symbolize two opposite
pain and exile and suffering
of Zekher le-Mikdash ke~Hil
memory oscillates between
memory encormpasses both

In an entirely different ¢
a joyous banquet, but in the
wild, untamed, and murdén
And, just as in the tension b
clashing with each other, so-
you shall erase the memory
(Deétteronomy 25:6). Wthie
Torah demands of us two «
not forgetting. “Rememberi
attitudes, scenes that punctt

© . s not characterized by spec

by that which endures throv
of your memory and becom
is called into action at certa
when prodded is proclaimec
part of your psychic and spi
your consciousness, and spr
Amalekite cruelty; and hold
nated occasions.

Hence, an interesting re
of events, as is the comman
while maror is parallel to “yo
awareness of the Amalek.D
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